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into an enlarged list of rear admirals, comprising two classes, one
with the assimilated rank of brigadier general, the other with
that of major general; both these grades to receive the pay and
allowances of the army grades with which they took assimilated
rank. This bill was approved by the President in March, 1899,
and its provisions were immediately carried into effect by the
nomination of the officers affected in their regular order of rank
as shown in the Naval Register of January, 1898. This action
shows ineontestably that the President had accepted the situa-
tion as viewed in the Senate and had agreed with its conclusions
in the nominations he had submitted in their regular order. The
nominations thus submitted were confirmed at once without
sacrifice of lineal seniority by the commander of the Second
Squadron.

Before the officers so confirmed could receive their commis-
sions it was necessary to appear before the Statutory Board, cre-
ated years before, in order to establish their mental, moral, pro-
fessional and physical fitness to perform the duties of the higher
grade.

Acting Rear Admiral Sampson, who in lineal rank was still
a commodore in command of the North Atlantic Squadron, was
directed to convene a board to examine and pass upon himself
and the officers of his squadron affected by the provisions of
the new law. The commander of the late Second Squadron, who
had been placed on waiting orders on his return from his duties
as commissioner in Porto Rico, was ordered to appear before
the Regular Statutory Board, at Washington, where he under-
went careful scrutiny successfully and qualified for the higher
rank.

On the 14th of April, 1899,-he was commissioned a rear
admiral, ranking with major general, and awaited orders in the
new grade until April 26th, when he was appointed president
of the Retiring Board in Washington.

The fact that the Examining Board which Congress had cre-
ated did examine into the professional, moral, mental and physi-
cal fitness of the commander of the Second Squadron to perform
the duties of the next higher grade, rear admiral, and did pro-
nounce him qualified; the fact of the receipt of his commission
as a rear admiral to take rank from March 3, 1899, confirmedit is only fair to assume that the five-inch gun-
